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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In Page 1 , on line 1 1 is the phrase "complications the result from". It should be restated 
as -complications that result from- 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 9, 16 and 17 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 

In claim 19, on line 10 is the phrase "extending said supporting section". It should be 
restated as -extending from a supporting section-. 

With regard to claims 16 and 17, applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend 
the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in 
independent form. Claims 16 and 17 fail to further limit the claim because the claims 
disclose specifics regarding the user support which is not part of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the mattress of the 
bed" in line 5 and "the surface of the mattress" on line 8. There is insufficient 
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antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. Note, applicant has only disclosed 
that the device is usable with a bed. That is, the bed is not part of the invention. 
Applicant may correct this rejection by restating the respective phrases as follows: 
-a mattress of a bed- and -a surface of the mattress-. 
Claims 3 and 12 recite the limitation "said mounted housing" in lines 2 and 4 
respectively. Claims 8 and 10 recite the limitation "the foot end of the mattress" in line 2 
of their respective claims. Claim 9 recites the limitations "the surface of said bed 
mattress" and "said support section" in lines 7 and 10 respectively. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

4. Claims 2-8 and 10-14 are also rejected for being dependent on rejected base 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McJunkin, Jr. etal. (4,925,184). 

5. As to claim 1 , McJunkin et al. disclose an exercise device comprising a base unit 
having a first portion (64) that can be positioned underneath a mattress (54) of a bed, a 
second portion (52) that can abut an end of the mattress, a top-side unit having a first 
portion (A) that can be positioned to rest on a surface of the mattress, and a second 
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portion (B) of the top-side unit that is attachable to the second portion of the base unit, a 
first pedal unit that includes a first pedal portion (42) and at least one shaft (22) 
connecting the first pedal portion to a receiving portion end (28) located on the top-side 
unit wherein bed ridden users may use the pedal portion to perform bicycle like 
exercises with their hands or feet (see Fig. 4 below). 

6. As to claims 9 and 10, McJunkin et al. disclose an exercise device comprising an 
anchoring base unit that includes a frame portion (64) and at least two attachment 
sections (52) wherein the frame portion is stabilized by being positioned beneath a bed 
mattress (54) and the two attachment sections are orthogonal to the frame portion (see 
Fig. 5) and they both abut a foot end of the bed mattress, a top-side unit comprising a 
support portion (B) and at least two connecting sections (A) wherein the support portion 
is positioned to rest on a surface of the bed mattress and the connecting sections are 
capable of being attached to the two attachment sections, a mounted housing, 
perpendicularly extending from a support section (12) of the top-side unit, comprises a 
receiving feature (24) and a first pedal unit that includes a first pedal (42) and at least 
one shaft (22) connecting the pedal portion to the receiving feature (see Figs. 4 below 
and 1 & 5 in the reference). 
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FIG. 4 




Claims 1, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Craig (3,848,870). 

7. As to claims 1 , 7 and 8, Craig discloses an exercise device comprising a base 
unit having a first portion (12) that can be positioned underneath a mattress of a bed, a 
second portion (18a) that can abut an end of the mattress, a top-side unit having a first 
portion (36) that can be positioned to rest on a surface of the mattress, and a second 
portion (18b) of the top-side unit that is attachable to the second portion of the base 
unit, a first pedal unit that includes a first pedal portion (120) and at least one shaft (142) 
connecting the first pedal portion to a receiving portion end (52) located on the top-side 
unit wherein bed ridden users may use the pedal portion to perform bicycle like 
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exercises with their hands or feet, the first pedal portion (120) is connected to the first 
receiving end (52) by a plurality of telescopic slidable shafts (84,86) and said second 
portion of the base unit (18a) can abut a foot/lower end of the mattress (see Fig. 1). 

Claims 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anmelder (SE 41 13 135A1). 

8. As to claim 15, Anmelder discloses an exercise device comprising a base unit 
having a first portion (4) positioned underneath a user support (5), a second portion (9) 
that abuts an end of the user support, a top-side unit having a first portion (10) 
positioned to rest on a surface of the user support, and a second portion (2) of the top- 
side unit is attached to the second portion of the base unit, a first pedal unit (18) that 
includes a first pedal portion (19) and at least one shaft (11) connecting the first pedal 
portion to a receiving portion end located on the top-side unit wherein bed ridden users 
may use the pedal portion to perform bicycle like exercises with their hands or feet (see 
Figs. 1-3). 

9. As to claims 16 and 17, Anmelder discloses an exercise device as described 
above (see discussion of claim 15). Anmelder further discloses that the device is 
usable with any of an array of bed types including flat bed and adjustable bed 
mattresses (see Figs. 1 & 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 3 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over McJunkin et al. '184 in view of Kepiro 732. 

10. As to claim 2, McJunkin discloses an exercise device as described above (see 
discussion of claim 1). McJunkin does not disclose a second pedal unit that includes a 
second pedal portion having a shaft connected to a second receiving location on the 
top-side unit wherein bed-ridden persons may use both pedal portions to exercise their 
hands and feet. Kepiro discloses an exercise device suitable for use with a user on a 
cot wherein the device includes first and second pedal units having shafts (34) 
connected to receiving locations (38,38') such that cot/bed-ridden users may perform 
bicycle-like exercises simultaneously with their hands and feet (see Fig. 1 & Col. 2, lines 
63-66). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to substitute McJunkin's pedal unit with Kepiro's two pedal units such that 
a user can exercise more efficiently by rotating his hands and feet simultaneously. 

11. As to claim 3, McJunkin and Kepiro disclose a modified exercise device as 
described above (see discussion of claim 2). Kepiro further discloses a housing that 
encloses both receiving ends, and said mounted housing extends orthogonally from the 
first portion (A) of the top-side unit (see Fig. 4 above). 

12. As to claim 1 1 , McJunkin discloses an exercise device as described above (see 
discussion of claim 9). McJunkin does not disclose that the first pedal portion is 
connected to the first receiving feature by a plurality of telescopic slidable shafts. 
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Kepiro discloses an exercise device suitable for use with a user on a cot wherein a 
pedal portion (12) is connected to a first receiving portion (38) by a plurality of telescopic 
slidable shafts (32, 34) (see Fig. 1 & Col. 2, lines 63-66). At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to make McJunkin's 
support rods (22) telescopically adjustable such that user's of various heights can use 
the device without having to move the entire device along the bed. 
13. As to claims 12-14, McJunkin discloses an exercise device as described above 
(see discussion of claim 9). McJunkin does not disclose a second pedal unit that 
includes a second pedal portion having a shaft connected to a second receiving location 
on the top-side unit wherein bed-ridden persons may use both pedal portions to 
exercise their hands and feet. 

Kepiro discloses an exercise device suitable for use with a user on a cot wherein the 
device includes first and second pedal units having shafts (34) connected to receiving 
locations (38,38') such that cot/bed-ridden users may perform bicycle-like exercises 
simultaneously with their hands and feet (see Fig. 1 & Col. 2, lines 63-66). Kepiro also 
discloses that the first (12) and second pedal portions (20) are respectively connected 
to first and second receiving features (38,38') by telescopic slidable shafts (see Fig. 2). 
At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to substitute McJunkin's pedal unit with Kepiro's two pedal units such that a user 
can exercise more efficiently by rotating his hands and feet simultaneously at variable 
distances relative to the anchoring base unit. 
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Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Craig 
(3,848,870). 

14. As to claims 4 and 5, Craig discloses an exercise device as described above 
(see discussion of claim 1). Craig also discloses that the base unit is a hollow frame 
wherein the first portion (12) of the base is orthogonal to the second portion (18a) of the 
base and the top-side unit is a hollow frame wherein the first portion (36) of the top-side 
unit is orthogonal to the second portion (18b) of the top side unit (see Fig. 1). Craig 
does not disclose that the hollow frame is made of steel. Examiner takes Official Notice 
that the prior art includes exercise devices having frame components made from tubular 
steel. At the time if the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to make Craig's base unit from any of an array of materials including steel 
since it is well known for it's strength and durability. 

15. As to claim 6, Craig discloses a modified exercise apparatus as described above 
(see discussion of claim 5). Craig does not disclose that the second portion of the top 
side unit is a male hollow frame insertable into the second portion of the base frame unit 
wherein the second portion of the base unit is a female hollow frame. At the time if the 
invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to make the 
second portion of the top-side unit or the second portion of the base unit a male hollow 
frame as long as the portions remained telescopically adjustable, even if it requires new 
adjustable means such as pop-pins, such that a user would still be able to adjust the 
height of the pedal portions for improved comfort during exercise. 
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Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anmelder in view of Kepiro (4,881 ,732). 

16. As to claim 18, Anmelder discloses an exercise device as described above (see 
discussion of claim 15). Anmelder does not disclose a second pedal unit such that bed- 
ridden users may perform bicycle-like exercises simultaneously with their hands and 
feet. Kepiro discloses an exercise device suitable for use with a user on a cot wherein 
the device includes first and second pedal units such that bed-ridden users may perform 
bicycle-like exercises simultaneously with their hands and feet (see Fig. 1 & Col. 2, lines 
63-66). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teaching of Kepiro to have two pedal units to Anmelder' s 
device such that a user can exercise more efficiently with two pedal units by rotating his 
hands and feet simultaneously. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Szabo et al. '426, Shoor '591, Mousel '464 and Smith '435 are representative of the 
prior art that disclose cycling exercise devices that are adapted to be coupled to beds or 
mattresses. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarn Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-4979. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
March 22, 2006 
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